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AIS, an organization promoting Open Data Albania, has so 
far opened data regarding: 
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Data disclosure and publication on a well-structured database. 
 

This database marks one of the best quality databases available for watchdog monitoring of 
local government. 
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Through Open Procurement Albania, AIS discloses the following 
facts: 
 

how public works are contracted; 

how equal competition between operators are; 

how public money is distributed to different municipalities in the country; 

indications of clear irregularities with the competition; 

indications of certain companies being favored; 

concentration of contracts on a single operator. 
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Therefore, we developed Open Corporates Albania portal last 
year. 
 



ALBANIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE  
 

 
 

Open Data for Business Companies that have 

won public contracts. 

There are currently more than 6000 business companies contracted by public money 

9152 shareholders 

About 100 companies executing PPPs/concessionary agreements 

100 companies connected to asset declarations made by high/level public officials  

200 business companies owned by state public institutions. 
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The data are disclosed on public databases, but the format of 

their publication is: closed 

does not enable searching for information, 

not able to be read, understood, and reused. 
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So, what happens when we open data about business 

companies’ shareholders? 
This is the Passport of a business 
company, which provides the 
following activities under the one Tax 
Number (NIPT): 

Santa Quaranta Hotel in Saranda 

Bar Cafe Restaurant  

Private Security Services (Private 
Police) 

Security Surveillance Services 
(CCTV)  



ALBANIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE  
 

 
 

So, what happens when we open data about business 

companies’ shareholders? 
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SO, WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE OPEN DATA ABOUT 

BUSINESS COMPANIES’ SHAREHOLDERS? 

The company is owned by Bashkim 
Balili, brother of Klement Balili, who is 
under international arrest warrant for 
drug trafficking and organized crime.  

Santa Quaranta Hotel, owned by 

Balili-Ko is confiscated following 

suspicions of this hotel being a 

“product of criminal offences” 
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Greek and Albanian media have reported that the hotel is allegedly used to make illegal 

video recordings of intimate moments of high-level Albanian officials, which are reportedly 

used to blackmail them in order to get favors in terms of public tenders and privatizations. 

The person under international arrest warrant is known for his connections with high-level 
politicians.  
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The company had won two licenses from the Albanian State 
Police for providing: 

Security Services through Private Police, and 

Security Services through Surveillance CCTV systems.  

With these two licenses, the company has signed tens of service agreements as a 

security service provider to public institutions, including the Prosecutor’s Office in 

two regions in the country. 
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Some Facts: 

Business company owned by someone, who has close family connections to an 

international drug trafficker, 

Under investigation for assets that are alleged products of criminal offences 

Provides security services to the prosecutors, who are supposed to investigate 

the company’s own assets. 

Increases annual turnover through public money (contracts and transactions). 
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This could not be understood unless data were disclosed. They 

are now available on the same interface on Open Corporates: 

Company’s commercial name “Santa Quaranta” vs. legal registered name “Balili-Ko”. 

Media referred to Santa Quaranta, but could not find any such business company by 

that name on the public business database. You had to search for it by the name of 

“Balili -Ko ”. 

Company licenses. 

List of transactions, public money paid to this company 

List of public contracts. 
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Once the passport of this company was published under Open Corporate Albania, media 
produced more than 50 articles for a week, including front page articles or TV headlines. 

Following dozens of articles on the media, the Director of the State Police ‘had’ to sign an order 

to suspend the licenses of this company.  

The order of the State Police was challenged on court by the owner of the company, but 
public pressure and public verification of the facts turned out to reveal what could be well 
considered ‘state capture’ or failure of the ‘anti-mafia legal package’. 
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Thanks to open data on business companies or disclosure of 
the data, we have today tens of investigative articles and public 
denouncements of cases, including: 

• A business company owned by nephew of MP 
Sadri Abazi wins 13 public contracts. The 
company has no past performance, and was once 
investigated for forged documents.  
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Thanks to open data on business companies or disclosure of the 
data, we have today tens of investigative articles and public 
denouncements of cases, including: 

• Two companies, Eurogjici Security and 
Tony Security, in a public procurement 
race are owned by the same person. MP 
Safet Gjici allegedly involved 
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Thanks to open data on business companies or 

disclosure of the data, we have today tens of 

investigative articles and public denouncements 

of cases, including: 

• Tenders through direct 
negotiation. Here is who 
wins in a certain 
municipality 13 
procedures are won by 
two legal entities 



ALBANIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE  
 

 
 

Thanks to open data on business companies or disclosure of the 
data, we have today tens of investigative articles and public 
denouncements of cases, including: 

• Artists publicly 
supporting Mayor’s 
activity own companies 
winning municipality 
tenders without any 
competition (“Lali 
Ambientali” paid 65 
thousand Euro to Ardit 
Gjebrea”) 
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Asset declaration’s state of art in Albania 

▸ Law No. 9049, dated 10.04.2003 “On the Declaration and Audit of Assets, Financial 
Obligations of the Elected and certain Public Officials” 

▸ Decision of the Constitutional Court dated 11.11.2004 claimed the Law No. 9049 as non-
compliant with the Constitution. Decision against Online Publication! 

▸ Law No. 42/2017 amended Law No. 9049 - declarations to be filled and published 
online 
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Money and Power (spending.data.al) 
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Money and Power (spending.data.al) 

▸ Publishes data on the assets, incomes, and expenditures declared by high level officials in 
politics and judiciary - 644 declarations so far 

▸ Official data from the High Inspectorate of Declaration and Audit of Assets and Conflict of 
Interests (HIDAACI) 

▸ To inform the public about the economic interests and assets of the high public official, 
who represent and govern the country 
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Benefits of publishing asset declarations 

▸ List of family members of politicians and judges working in public institutions - even at 
HIDAACI (conflict of interest??) 
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Benefits of publishing asset declarations 

▸ Case of General Prosecutor - being investigated on false declaration of assets and banned 
from USA 
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Benefits of publishing asset declarations 

▸ Administrative Trial between the Mayor of Tirana vs Construction Company - Judges in 
conflict of interest 
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Implementing EACIDS at HIDAACI 

▸ Electronic Declaration of Assets and Conflicts of Interest - by the end of 2019 

▸ declarations will be submitted online 

▸ algorithms will automatically calculate discrepancies and will flag declarants with 
abnormal increases in their wealth 

▸ in accordance with Law No. 9887 dated 10.03.2008, amended with Law No. 48/2012 
“On Protection of Personal Data”, publish declarations online 
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Our databases opening data for watchdog monitoring, 

accountability, anti-corruption, and good governance: 
Open Data Albania (http://open.data.al/) - Socio-economic data and analysis for 

Albania 

Spending Data Albania (http://spending.data.al/) - Data about public expenditure, 

budget, taxes, and asset declaration by high-level public officials. 

Open Procurement Albania (http://openprocurement.al) - All tenders, auctions, and 

public rents of the 61 municipalities in the country from 2015 and ongoing; tender 

monitoring and scanning using redflag index. 

Open Corporates Albania. (http://opencorporates.al/sq) - Data about business 

companies connected to public contracts and services. 
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info@ais.al  

AIS 

@AIScience  

http://ais.al/new/  

besjana.hysa@ais.al  

viola.civici@ais.al  
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THANK YOU! 


