     

Albanian November Students

      It all began on September 9th, 2013 when the Secretary of State John Kerry declared that, Syria should hand over all its arsenal of chemical weapons. This was followed by the achievement of several agreements on 13 September 2013, where one of them and the most important was the Resolution of the UN Security 2118. This is set by the UN and EU as historic resolution which should be served as a standard for the international community, in context of the threats. Tirana officially stated that was willing to contribute to peace and national security. For this reason, the Albanian government was considering the fact of taking a part of the Syrian weapons to be destroyed in our country. 
     Once this news was made public in our media, I remember that there were many reactions. These began to multiply, until everyone around me was talking only about this. It seemed that they absolutely disagreed. The reasons for this, as well as environmentalists and toxicologists expressed, was that except the fact that we didn't fill the capacity we also had a lack of technicians. The situation compounded more and more daily until the students made massive protests saying they all agreed "NO CHEMICAL WEAPONS IN ALBANIA". The thing that led us to this gathering was the social media. I say this because everyone expressed their opinion about this topic, as any other opinion, in their social accounts in Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.. It continued to spread through posting the pictures, by calling the rest of the people to stop the implementation of this decision in our country. 
      What made it official, was drafting an online petition where everybody who disagreed had the right to sign on their behalf. AKIP petition (No to Assad Chemical Weapons in Albania) was created by Gjergj E., directed to the government of Albania. The reason was clear: "Albania does not have the capabilities to store necessary hazardous waste and it lack necessary stability to guarantee the security of such waste." After this, on November 15 2013, the Prime Minister Edi Rama said via his Facebook status that he will announce the final decision in a speech at 17.00. I and friends of my age, that have abandoned many days of school for this cause, which we considered important for the future of our country, were there, in front of the prime ministry building, to greet him. 
At the end, the decision was not accepted either by the Prime Minister, agreeing to our petition. This was my first experience of this kind, which resulted positive thanks to our online accounts that are becoming increasingly important for every aspect of our lives.





